Madeline Gonzalez 

Quick Start Guide: Parcel History in Charlottesville 

This quick start guide is designed to help you begin to research the history of a particular structure in the city of Charlottesville. This research process will hopefully aid you in discovering the origin of a plat, the owners of said plat, the dates it sold, how many times it sold, and how much money it sold for. Thanks to dutiful record keeping by the city of Charlottesville as well as Albemarle County, most (if not all) structures and the parcels they are contained on can be tracked in this way. 

1. The first step is to visit the website: https://gisweb.charlottesville.org/GisViewer/
Under the tab, “property” you should be able to enter an address. Once an address is entered, a page that has tabs for summary, details, ownership history, and assessment history should pop up. Within these tabs are a lot of info that could be useful in other avenues of a similar project – like cross referencing the zoning designation, if the owner of the property owns other properties, or if land values have risen or stayed the same, for example. 

For our purposes, we would go to the tab “ownership history.” There should be four columns there: Date of Sale, Sale Price, Owner Name, and Book. The section “Book” is the one we are particularly interested in, as it references the book that the deed for the parcel is located within. Take notice of the book numbers, because although it may appear you only need the oldest one, the recent ones may potentially provide more information. 


2. The Second Step is to visit the Charlottesville Circuit Court Building, at 315 E. High St. 
Upon entering the building and walking through the metal detector, you would walk to the right and down the stairs and enter the records room. There is a smaller room in the corner with computers, and using the deed numbers you wrote down, you can look up the necessary deeds. 
Because very often there has been land that has been sectioned and sold from a much larger parcel, it is necessary to read the deed carefully to find descriptions of the original area of land. This is often found in descriptions of the parcel itself, and in reference to previous deeds made. It is important to note these previous deeds and print out copies of them as you go through them. 
If your structure/parcel is not within the historic center of Charlottesville, most likely your parcel was at one point in time part of Albemarle County. 

3. The third step is to visit the Albemarle County Circuit Court Building at 501 E Jefferson St. 
Using the deed book number found in the previous deed search, you would look through the Albemarle County deed books and find the original deed(s) associated with your area of land. 

4. An (optional) final step is to cross-reference your findings with Sanborn Maps 
Sanborn maps reveal the context of the surrounding neighborhood as well as provide imagery of the parcel lines and borders in the way that deeds can’t. Depending on the year, Sanborn maps from Charlottesville can be accessed through this site: https://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/sanborn/index.php
If not, then you must make sure you are in Charlottesville and view the maps through the university library. 
