Shell Nouns Examples

· Use as short reference back to a more complex idea
· Helps with flow/cohesion
· Often this + noun to signal back
· This procedure/experiment/concept
· Reference must be clear, unambiguous, and near by
· More precise than standalone ‘this’ or pronoun substitution while still being concise

Often use the same word & form, a different form of the same word (noun form of a verb), or create a neat package for a longer concept.


1. “What is ‘this algorithm’ referring to?

“Meanwhile, Latent Factor Models (LFM), such as Matrix Factorization (MF), [14] techniques have gained much attention from the research community and industry due to their good prediction accuracy on some benchmark datasets.
However, recommender systems based on these algorithms encounter some important problems in practical applications.”

From- Zhang, Y., Lai, G., Zhang, M., Zhang, Y., Liu, Y., & Ma, S. (2014, July). Explicit factor models for explainable recommendation based on phrase-level sentiment analysis. In Proceedings of the 37th international ACM SIGIR conference on Research & development in information retrieval (pp. 83-92).



2. What is ‘this compendium’ referring to?

“To benchmark the models derived from both reconstructions against an independent data set, we used a manually assembled compendium of IEMs8 as a gold standard. This compendium accounts for 330 IEMs, such as phenylketonuria and orotic aciduria, along with their known metabolite biomarkers.”

From- Thiele, I., Swainston, N., Fleming, R. M., Hoppe, A., Sahoo, S., Aurich, M. K., ... & Thorleifsson, S. G. (2013). A community-driven global reconstruction of human metabolism. Nature biotechnology, 31(5), 419-425.



Which example was easier or clearer? 

What might be done to improve the clarity of the reference if not immediately clear?
Graduate Writing Lab, School of Engineering & Applied Science, UVA, 2020 – Kelly J Cunningham
