Deciding which article to use:

Is the noun

General or Specific?
· General nouns include 
· first mention
· unknown to the audience 
· Example: I used a beaker.
· Generalizations
· Example: mice are common lab subjects
· Specific nouns
· Unique, only 1 exists
· Examples: the sun, the beginning, the UN
· Specified
· Examples: the ones on top, the beaker I got for my birthday
· Previously mentioned
· Example: The beaker was then heated.
· Shared knowledge (you & the audience)
· Example: it’s in the cabinet
If General, is it countable or noncountable?
· Countable noun examples:
· Experiments, studies, authors, cookies
· Noncount noun examples:
· Research, homework, rice
If Countable, is it singular or plural?
· Singular noun examples: 
· experiment, study, author, cookie
· Plural noun examples: 
· experiments, studies, authors, cookies
If it is countable and singular, use a or an.
If it is countable and plural, use no article.

If it is noncount:
· it is singular as there is no plural for noncounts
· use no article

If it is Specific, use the.


