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Agenda

• Discuss librarian impact on OER initiatives

• Examine the potential of OER to improve student success.

• Consider intersections with social justice and diversity, 
equity, and inclusion.

• Discover ways to make OER accessible to all learners.



“Booksearch" by flashvector is licensed as CC BY 4.0 Deed | Attribution 4.0 International

Librarians as OER Advocates
• Cross-disciplinary, departmental networks.

• Move conversation beyond 'just' affordability.

• Overarching concept of creating learning spaces and 
experiences for all.

• Accessible and affordable are at the
forefront of much of our work.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en


How can access to OER
improve student success?

“Achievement" by flashvector is licensed as CC BY 4.0 Deed | Attribution 4.0 International

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en


Impact on Student Achievement

• Increased end-of-course grades

• Decreased DFW rates

• Most significant for:
• Pell-recipient students
• Part-time students
• Minority students
• First generation students

   (Colvard, Watson & Park 2018)

“Students Study in University Lecture Hall," by flashvector is licensed as CC BY 4.0 Deed | 
Attribution 4.0 International

https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1184998
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en


But How?
Open Education can improve student success...

• Content customization

• Students receive the information they need.
• Content is relevant to what they are studying – free of extraneous material.

• Contextualization
• Geographic, institutional, or programmatic.
• Lived experiences are considered.

• Inclusion
• Diversification of content.
• Representation in content.
• Reflective experiences and contemporary approaches.

• Opportunities for innovative pedagogy
• Students as authors/information creators.

• Students as contributors to scholarly ecosystem.
• Active, hands-on, project-based learning.

“Painting a Medal" by flashvector is licensed as CC BY 4.0 Deed | 
Attribution 4.0 International

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en


Social Justice Principle What Does It Address? How Does This Impact 
Students?

Redistributive Justice Affordability and educational 
access

Equitable access to course 
materials

Recognitive Justice Socio-cultural diversity in 
materials, diversity of 
perspectives and the centering 
of marginalized experiences

Sense of belonging

Representational Justice Power/authority in authorship, 
co-construction of materials, 
(marginalized communities tell 
their own stories)

Agency, choice, active 
learning

Lambert, S. R. (2018). Changing our (Dis)Course: A Distinctive Social Justice Aligned Definition of Open Education. Journal of 
Learning for Development, 5(3). https://doi.org/10.56059/jl4d.v5i3.290

Lambert's Social Justice Framework for Open Education

https://doi.org/10.56059/jl4d.v5i3.290


Recognitive Justice & Diversity in OER

“Puzzle Pieces" by flashvector is licensed as CC BY 4.0 Deed | 
Attribution 4.0 International

• Visual representation

• Language and names

• Knowledge creators/ experts

• References/bibliography

• Issues and viewpoints

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en


https://pressbooks.pub/plural/

https://pressbooks.pub/plural/


Domestic violence advocacy

Gender identity & representation

Institutional reparation initiatives



Evaluating DEI in OER

https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/knowinghome/


Evaluating DEI in OER: Hands-On
1. Scan the introductory material:

o Contemporary Families: "Preface"

o Knowing Home: Braiding Indigenous with 
Western Science: "Preface"

o Where Does Art Come From? : "Where Does Art 
Come From: An Introduction"

2. Consider:

o How does the resource intend to integrate DEI 
principles?

o How does this resource shift traditional 
approaches to instruction?

https://at.virginia.edu/EVAL
“10 minutes miscellany time and date" by tuenyctt is licensed as
CC BY 4.0 Deed | Attribution 4.0 International

https://at.virginia.edu/EVAL
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en


Educational Access

Who can't access or will struggle to 
access this material?

“Meeting Forward” by flashvector is licensed as CC BY 4.0 Deed | 
Attribution 4.0 International
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What is Accessibility?

The National Center on Accessible Educational Materials web content is licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License

https://aem.cast.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en


Universal Design for Learning

Inspired by the Universal Design 
movement in architecture:

“Universal design is design that’s usable by all people, 
to the greatest extent possible, without the need 
for adaptation or specialized design.” -Ron Mace

“Designing Success" by flashvector is licensed as CC BY 4.0 Deed | 
Attribution 4.0 International

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
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Universal Design for Learning

Provide multiple means of…
▪ Engagement (Why?)
▪ Representation (What?)
▪ Action & Expression (How?)

udlguidelines.cast.org | © CAST, Inc. 2018 | CAST (2018). Universal design for learning 
guidelines version 2.2 [graphic organizer]. Wakefield, MA: Author.

https://udlguidelines.cast.org/binaries/content/assets/udlguidelines/udlg-v2-2/udlg_graphicorganizer_v2-2_numbers-yes.pdf


What are some examples of providing 
multiple means of representation?

● Content that includes multiple modalities (text, video, audio)

● Resources available in different formats (webbook, EPUB, PDF)

● Infographics, diagrams, and models that illustrate main ideas

● Simple language and supports (glossary)

udlguidelines.cast.org | © CAST, Inc. 2018 | CAST (2018). Universal design for learning 
guidelines version 2.2 [graphic organizer]. Wakefield, MA: Author.

https://udlguidelines.cast.org/binaries/content/assets/udlguidelines/udlg-v2-2/udlg_graphicorganizer_v2-2_numbers-yes.pdf


What are some examples of providing 
multiple means of action and expression?

● Allow students choice in how to demonstrate their learning

● Multiple media and tools for communication and learning

● Scaffolding assignments

udlguidelines.cast.org | © CAST, Inc. 2018 | CAST (2018). Universal design for learning 
guidelines version 2.2 [graphic organizer]. Wakefield, MA: Author.

https://udlguidelines.cast.org/binaries/content/assets/udlguidelines/udlg-v2-2/udlg_graphicorganizer_v2-2_numbers-yes.pdf


UDL and Open Education

From: Chapter 22 - Open and Inclusive Education – Connections to Universal Design by Kaela Parks, which is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License

https://open.lib.umn.edu/affordablecontent/chapter/open-and-inclusive-education-connections-to-universal-design/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


What Design Strategies Support 
Neurodiverse Students?

From Designing for Neurodiversity

“Creative Imagining” by flashvector is licensed as CC BY 4.0 Deed | 
Attribution 4.0 International

https://teachonline.asu.edu/2023/04/designing-for-neurodiversity/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en


Accessible Materials

Descriptive 
links

Heading 
Structure

Color contrast

Font Alt text
Captioning & 
transcripts



Best Practices

- Center accessibility and UDL from the beginning.

- Interrogate your materials and ask:
o is it representative?

o if applicable, can students see themselves represented?

owhat barriers exist?

- Seek out assistance—we're here to help!

“Big Ideas” by flashvector is licensed as CC BY 4.0 Deed | Attribution 
4.0 International

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en


• What's something new you've learned?

• What challenged an assumption you had about OER?

• What questions remain?

Reflect

“Shifting Gears” by flashvector is licensed as CC BY 4.0 Deed | 
Attribution 4.0 International

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
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Thank You!

Bethany Mickel

bethanym@virginia.edu

Emily Scida

ees2n@virginia.edu
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