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Advancing Hyku: Open Source Institutional Repository Platform Development

The project IS...

● funded by a $1M grant from Arcadia.
● from October 2019 - February 2022
● supporting the growth of open access 

through institutional repositories by 
introducing significant structural 
improvements and new features to the 
Samvera Community’s Hyku 
Institutional Repository. 

 

The project IS NOT...

● focused on building new institutional 
repository solutions.

● redirecting resources from Hyrax 
codebase. 

● claiming that institutional repository 
population and use is the singular path 
to the future of open and sustainable 
scholarly communication.



Advancing Hyku project deliverables

Assess requirements, jointly create detailed, component-specific development 
plans, resulting in collaborative development of new capabilities:

● integrate open-resource discovery tools (e.g. Unpaywall, Open Access 
Button) to automatically scale repository contents

● add metrics to indicate usage of repository contents (e.g. citations, social 
media)

● connect and sync with author identification and profile services (e.g. ORCID)
● encourage interaction with contents via in-browser display, visualization and 

annotation
● establish pathways to long-term preservation services



Hyku stakeholder survey: Feature prioritization
● Conducted in Nov. 2020 for community input for Advancing Hyku feature 

prioritization and the results shared in December. 
● Adjustments we have already made:

○ OAI-PMH moved earlier in our roadmap due to strong support for this feature from survey 
respondents. 

○ Respondents told us user experiences with viewing content via browser is more important so 
we are moving the file interaction work later in our roadmap.

● Findings impacting future work
○ Strengthen the collaboration with the community projects (e.g. Hyku for Consortia, Oregon 

Digital Hyrax Analytics) to avoid duplications of efforts.
○ Change of requirements for different types of repositories (e.g. IR vs collections) should be 

considered and the need for features to be toggled on or off during configuration
○ Heavy emphasis in the multi-tenancy service should not obscure single tenant 

implementations 

https://advancinghyku.io/2020/11/05/advancing-hyku-at-samvera-connect-2020-your-vote-matters/
https://advancinghyku.io/2020/12/11/advancing-hyku-community-survey-results-january-2021/


Survey results: Feature prioritization



Advancing Hyku Roadmap through February 2022



Current development work
● Work to date:

○ Completed: Hyku 3.0 Collaboration and Contributions including Bulkrax, Tenant Theming, and 
Embargoes,  Architecture Assessment and the response 

○ In testing: Hyku 2/3 Alignment, IR Metrics, Phase 1
○ In progress and testing: Ubiquity is feeding back and testing key features developed with the 

British Library and Pacific University
○ In progress: Author ID and profile sync e.g. ORCID, OA Content Auto Population from 

external sources
○ Up next: In-browser display of works, preservation packaging

● Conducting in-depth interviews for remaining work

https://samvera.org/2021/02/17/hyku-3-0-release-includes-new-customization-features/%20Architecture%20Assessment%20https://doi.org/10.18130/v3-k4an-w022
https://samvera.org/2021/02/17/hyku-3-0-release-includes-new-customization-features/%20Architecture%20Assessment%20https://doi.org/10.18130/v3-k4an-w022
https://doi.org/10.18130/v3-k4an-w022
https://repo.samvera.org/concern/generic_works/25eba708-9f07-40a2-ae76-48f369cc44be?locale=en


Community engagement: User stories board
https://github.com/britishlibrary/Advancing-Hyku



Community engagement: Hyku Roadmap
https://github.com/samvera/hyku/projects/1



Thank you!
Q&A

advancinghyku.io

Samvera Virtual Connect, 21 April 2021


