Word Choice in Research Writing: Going Further




Consider these activities for your own self-study.

Activity: Article Analysis
Complete the Article Analysis sheet (separate handout) for an article in a typical journal in your field to help you identify useful language and concepts for writing. 

Activity: AntConc for transitions
Use AntConc to search the transitions from the handout from the previous workshop in a corpus of articles from your field. Which transitions seem to be commonly used? Which sections are they typically used in? How are they used? Which transitions do not seem to be common?

Activity: AntConc Phrases
Use the n-grams feature in AntConc to identify common phrases in a corpus of writing from your field. How are these phrases typically used? (use the concordance to look in context) Which sections do you find them in and how often do they occur in each article? (try looking at the plots) Which phrases do you think will be helpful in your own writing? Which phrases do you already use?
You can also search for these phrases in your own writing. 

Activity: Maintain an instead of… Try… list
Following the table above, keep your own personal list of words and phrases that you find to be useful replacements. 
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