


Open Educational 

Resources Workshop:

Finding & Evaluating OER

Fall 2021



Judy Thomas

Director of Faculty Programs
jet3h@virginia.edu

Bethany Mickel

Instructional Design Librarian
bbm9u@virginia.edu

Haley Gillilan

Student Success Librarian
hg4ub@virginia.edu

mailto:jet3h@virginia.edu
mailto:bbm9u@virginia.edu
mailto:hg4ub@virginia.edu


• Review general concepts of OER

• Discover collections of OER

• Develop strategies for locating OER

• Identify resources in a targeted discipline

• Develop evaluation skills for OER

• ...and plenty of Q&A opportunities



What initially interested you in finding, adopting, and/or creating OER?

Unmute & share or 

contribute via chat



“OER are teaching, learning, and research resources

that reside in the public domain or have been released 

under an intellectual property license that permits 

their free use and re-purposing by others. 

Open educational resources include full courses, course 

materials, modules, textbooks, streaming videos, tests, 

software, and any other tools, materials, or techniques 

used to support access to knowledge.”
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation



The Five Rs of OER





OER are always low 

quality and inferior.

Open texts never 

include ancillary 

material.

OER really aren't a 

'thing' at UVA.



OER are always low 

quality and inferior.

Studies have revealed that students "generally achieve the 

same learning outcomes when OER are utilized."

Hilton, J. Open educational resources and college textbook choices: a review of research on efficacy and perceptions. Education 
Tech Research Dev 64, 573–590 (2016). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11423-016-9434-9

Hilton, J. Open educational resources, student efficacy, and user perceptions: a synthesis of research published between 
2015 and 2018. Education Tech Research Dev 68, 853–876 (2020). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11423-019-09700-4

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11423-016-9434-9
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11423-019-09700-4


Open texts never 

include ancillary 

material.

Fact: Some textbooks do come with ancillaries.

When they don't, other OER material can be used. The 

beauty is in the ability to blend for your need.



Fact: Various departments and faculty 

are using, creating, and adapting OER 

here at UVA.

OER really aren't a 

'thing' at UVA.





Cost

Diversity

Equity

Inclusion

Access



https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title23.1/chapter13/section23.1-1308/

In compliance with Virginia Code § 23.1-1308

Open Educational Resources

E. The governing board of each public institution of higher 

education shall implement guidelines for the adoption and use of 

low-cost and no-cost open educational resources in courses 

offered at such institution. Such guidelines may include provisions 

for low-cost commercially published materials.

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title23.1/chapter13/section23.1-1308/


Diversity

Equity

Inclusion

Access



Open textbooks can be contextualized to reflect 

your students’ experience



Unmute & share or 

contribute via chat

What type(s) of OER would transform your teaching or help you reach 

your departmental or individual goals for instruction?





OER are more than just textbooks...
examples include:

• entire courses (Coursera, MIT OpenCourseWare,

Open Course Library)

• multimedia (CreativeCommons, Mutopia Project)

• data sets (data.gov, U.S. Census Bureau)

• ancillaries/stand-alones (OER Commons, MERLOT, COERLL)

...and much, much more.

https://guides.lib.virginia.edu/oer/home

https://about.coursera.org/
https://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm
http://opencourselibrary.org/
https://search.creativecommons.org/
https://www.mutopiaproject.org/
https://www.data.gov/
https://www.census.gov/
https://www.oercommons.org/?gclid=CjwKCAjw2P-KBhByEiwADBYWCjTMqF0UlGP6vGW7Q3fatTI_ez1d_ucLyAlpy6G6RQkP82V6BV-QdBoC2zsQAvD_BwE
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/
https://www.coerll.utexas.edu/coerll/


OER textbook options...

• Pressbooks

• VIVA Faculty Textbook Portal

• LibreTexts

• OpenStax

• Open Textbook Library *

• ...and more!

* faculty review remuneration

https://guides.lib.virginia.edu/oer/finding

https://pressbooks.directory/
https://vivalib.org/c.php?g=836990&p=6548896
https://libretexts.org/index.html
https://openstax.org/
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/




Develop 

keywords
(just like research—broadening 

& narrowing will be necessary)

Search 

repositories & 

aggregators

https://bit.ly/oer_tool

https://bit.ly/oer_tool
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https://guides.lib.virginia.edu/oer/findingOER Library Guide>Finding OER:

https://guides.lib.virginia.edu/oer/finding


https://guides.lib.virginia.edu/subjectlibrarians

https://guides.lib.virginia.edu/subjectlibrarians




Content & Accuracy

• Based on your expertise, is the content accurate?

• Is the content up-to-date or reflective of current research and 
practices within your field?

• Are there factual, grammatical, or typographical errors?



Clarity, Comprehensibility, Readability

• Is the content, including instructions & exercises clear and 
comprehensible to students?

• Is the content consistent with its language and formatting? For 
example, are key terms bolded?

• Is the content organized in terms of sequencing and flow?

• Is the content navigable for students?



Appropriateness & Fit

• Is content presented at a reading level-appropriate for your 
students?

• How does this align with your course learning objectives?

• Is the content level depth-appropriate for use in your course?



Adaptability & Modularity

• Is the resource in a file format which allows for adaptations, 
modifications, rearrangements, and updates?

• Is the resource divided into modules or sections, which can be 
used or rearranged out of their original ordering?

• Is the content available under a license that allows for 
modifications?



Accessibility

• Is the content accessible to students with accommodation 
needs through the compatibility of third-party reading 
applications?

• If it uses web resources, does each image have alt text that can 
be read?

• Do videos include appropriate closed captioning?

• Are students able to access materials in a quick and non-
restrictive manner?



https://bit.ly/oer_tool

https://bit.ly/oer_tool


https://bit.ly/oer_tool

https://bit.ly/oer_tool






Stipend for Writing a Review

1. Receive an email with a link to the online review form.

2. Complete a concise review by January 2, 2022.

3. The review will be posted on the Open Textbook Library 
under an open license.

4. A $200 stipend will be paid when the review is received.





Intellectual Property & Copyright in OER

Open Pedagogy

Find out more/register on the Library calendar

https://cal.lib.virginia.edu/calendar/events?cid=-1&t=d&d=0000-00-00&cal=-1&inc=0


Questions? We are here to help!

Judith Thomas (jet3h)  
Bethany Mickel (bbm9u)

Haley Gillilan (hg4ub)

Created by Bethany Mickel and Judy Thomas (2021).

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

mailto:bbm9u@virginia.edu
mailto:jet3h@virginia.edu
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

