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Animal research will play an essential role in efforts to meet increasing demands for 
global health care. Yet the animal research community faces the challenge of 
overcoming negative impressions that industry and academia engage in 
international collaborations in order to conduct work in parts of the world where 
animal welfare standards are less stringent. In 2008 ILAR convened a workshop 
which brought together 200 participants from 17 countries. Their mission was to 
identify and promote better understanding of important challenges in the conduct 
of animal research across country boundaries. These challenges include: the 
sourcing of animals; the quality of veterinary care; competent staff; the provision of 
a suitable environment (including nutritious food and potable water) for animals; 
and ongoing oversight of the animal program; among others.
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