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Abstract
[bookmark: _GoBack]	This work was completed as part of a Spring 2020 capstone class for the Global Environments and Sustainability interdisciplinary major, advised by Professor Willis Jenkins and Professor Phoebe Crisman. Recently released goals of the Taliban, Al Qaeda, and other Islamic militant groups pertaining to environmental protection contradict a trend of human rights violations perpetrated by these organizations. The paper analyzes the possible motives behind the environmental rhetoric such as the current environmental state Afghanistan, interpretations of the Quran, and an anti-Western sentiment attached to environmentalism. It outlines the hypocrisy of militant groups’ environmental claims while validating the environmental hardships facing Afghanistan. While it is not possible to conclude a motive behind these seemingly counterintuitive declarations, it is likely that these newly released environmental goals are used to curry favor among Muslims and to further vilify Western nations such as the United States.

Introduction
Groups such as the Taliban and Al Qaeda have been at the forefront of American news media for over a decade. It is common perception among Americans that Islamic militant groups reject modernization and Western political and social ideals. Afghanistan is infamous for the relevance of Islamic militant groups, with the Taliban still active in seventy percent of the country.[footnoteRef:1] A continuation of war that damages Afghanistan’s environment, health of its citizens, and economic growth portrays these Islamic militant groups as having a complete disregard for the problems of the twenty-first century. Climate change threatens the future prosperity of the human race and pollution and industrialization harm the natural environment. The fight for climate justice is often associated with progressive politics, and support for green reforms is seen as a modern, Western phenomenon. Why, then, have leaders of Islamic militant groups recently come forward with progressive environmental policy? [1:  Sharifi, Shoaib, and Louise Adamou. “Taliban Threaten 70% of Afghanistan, BBC Finds.” BBC News. BBC, January 31, 2018. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-42863116.] 

In 2002, Osama bin Laden wrote an open letter to Americans criticizing them for disrespecting the natural environment through pollution of industrial waste and gases.[footnoteRef:2] He further condemned American refusal to join the Kyoto Protocol, a landmark treaty on environmental protection. In 2011, when American troops raided Osama bin Laden's compound in Pakistan, they found his letter calling on the American people to help President Barack Obama fight “catastrophic” climate change and “save humanity”;[footnoteRef:3] bin Laden called on Americans to free their government from corruption and allow President Obama to make “a rational decision to save humanity from the harmful gases that threaten its destiny.”[footnoteRef:4] The imposing dilemma of climate change was a theme in his further documents and audio clippings declassified in May 2015. In a separate letter, bin Laden requested a media campaign for the tenth anniversary of the September 11, 2001 attacks that included a call for cutting greenhouse gas emissions.[footnoteRef:5] Bin Laden’s main theme was that the world would be better off fighting climate change than waging what he claimed was a war against Islam.   [2:  Bodetti, Austin. “'Greening the Desert': What Drives Militants' Environmentalism?” alaraby. The New Arab, March 5, 2019. ; Landay, Jonathan. “Bin Laden Called for Americans to Rise up over Climate Change.” Reuters. Thomson Reuters, March 3, 2016. ; “Full Text: Bin Laden's 'Letter to America'.” The Guardian. Guardian News and Media, November 24, 2002. ]  [3: Landay, Jonathan. “Bin Laden Called for Americans to Rise up over Climate Change.” Reuters. Thomson Reuters, March 3, 2016. ]  [4:  Translation of Osama bin Laden’s Letter “To the America people” , provided by dni.gov ]  [5:  Landay, Jonathan. “Bin Laden Called for Americans to Rise up over Climate Change.” Reuters. Thomson Reuters, March 3, 2016. ] 

In 2017, the Taliban called on Afghans to plant trees as an Islamic obligation;[footnoteRef:6] despite its own role in deforestation, the Taliban has expressed interest in becoming part of the solution.  The Taliban later added that it supported the Afghan government's own efforts to encourage environmental protection despite its demonization of the government and Afghan government officials.[footnoteRef:7] Al-Shabaab, al-Qaeda's Somali affiliate, announced last year that it was banning plastic bags[footnoteRef:8] in territory under its control because they presented a serious threat to the wellbeing of humans and animals. [6:  Bodetti, Austin. “'Greening the Desert': What Drives Militants' Environmentalism?” alaraby. The New Arab, March 5, 2019. ]  [7:  Bodetti, Austin. “'Greening the Desert': What Drives Militants' Environmentalism?” alaraby. The New Arab, March 5, 2019. ]  [8:  Dahir, Abdi Latif. “One of the World's Deadliest Terrorist Groups Wants to Ban Plastic Bags.” Quartz Africa. Quartz, July 12, 2018. ] 

Islamic militant groups such as Al Qaeda and the Taliban have recently highlighted environmentally-conscious mission statements and stressed environmentally-friendly goals in territories they control. Due to the devastating effects of war between the Taliban and the United States-backed Afghan government on the environment, these green proclamations seem hypocritical to Western environmentalists. How does a group with staggering human rights violations decide the future of the environment is a main cause for concern? This paper will examine the ideology behind Islamic militant environmentalism and how the divergence of non-industrialized Afghan society and the industrialized United States encourages active environmentalism in groups such as Al Qaeda and the Taliban. This paper will examine (1) the current and projected environmental degradation in Afghanistan, (2) interpretations of the teachings of the Quran, and (3) how environmental concerns can support an anti-western stance to explain the environmental goals claimed by Islamic militant groups.

I. Environmental Conditions in Afghanistan
Afghanistan is a landlocked country in Southwest Asia known for its political instability and long history of conflict. In 1919, the country became free of foreign influence and established a monarchy under Amanullah Khan; fifty years later, Zahir Shah was overthrown and a republic was established.[footnoteRef:9] The Soviet-Afghan War in the 1980s threw the country back into turmoil, and by 1996 most of Afghanistan was captured by the Islamic fundamentalist group the Taliban, who ruled as a totalitarian regime for over five years.[footnoteRef:10] Following the September 11, 2001 attacks, an intervention by the United States and its allies forcibly removed the Taliban from power and a new democratically-elected government formed. However, the Taliban still control a significant portion of Afghanistan and the repercussions of the conflict are felt today. The ongoing war between the Taliban and the United States-backed Afghan government has shaped the Afghanistan we see today, with high rates of terrorism, poverty, child malnutrition, corruption, and extreme environmental degradation. War wreaks havoc on natural resources, and over forty years of conflict have led to extreme resource scarcity, deforestation, and desertification, among other environmental problems. As Islamic militant groups such as the Taliban and Al Qaeda continue to rebel against the United States appointed government of Afghanistan, the conditions for civilians and wildlife decline. [9:  History of Afghanistan. Accessed April 14, 2020. ]  [10: History of Afghanistan. Accessed April 14, 2020. ] 

The effects of the ongoing war showcase themselves in poor environmental conditions. The government of Afghanistan cannot prepare to adapt to climate change because of the diversion of energy and resources to the war effort.[footnoteRef:11] Forests are ravaged to provide short-term energy and building supplies for refugees.[footnoteRef:12] Military vehicles use petroleum and emit carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides, hydrocarbons, and sulfur dioxide.[footnoteRef:13] The water supply is contaminated by oil from military vehicles and destruction of military waste in burn pits expose soldiers and civilians to dangerous levels of pollutants.[footnoteRef:14] War-related environmental pollution is a potential contributor to the country’s poor health conditions and high rates of infections and diseases.[footnoteRef:15] Increases in cancer, birth defects, and other conditions have been associated with war-related environmental damage and toxins.[footnoteRef:16] Land mines can destroy infrastructure and wildlife for decades following war.[footnoteRef:17]  [11:  Bodetti, Austin. “Casualty of War: Deforestation and Desertification in Afghanistan.” alaraby. The New Arab, May 15, 2019. ]  [12:  Frank, Joshua. “The War on Afghanistan's Environment.” CounterPunch.org, November 14, 2015. ]  [13:  “Environmental Costs.” Environmental Costs | Costs of War. Accessed April 14, 2020. ]  [14:  “Environmental Costs.” Environmental Costs | Costs of War. Accessed April 14, 2020. ]  [15:  “Environmental Costs.” Environmental Costs | Costs of War. Accessed April 14, 2020. ]  [16:  “Environmental Costs.” Environmental Costs | Costs of War. Accessed April 14, 2020. ]  [17:  Frank, Joshua. “The War on Afghanistan's Environment.” CounterPunch.org, November 14, 2015. ; Shrestha, Rajendra. (2007). Land degradation in Afghanistan. 10.13140/RG.2.2.19592.06400.] 

There is an apparent contradiction between Islamic militant groups’ green goals and the environmental consequences of actions taken in the territories held by these groups. It is possible that these goals are merely hypocritical as the Taliban engages in activities that are directly harmful to the environment, such as “scorched earth” tactics.[footnoteRef:18] It is also possible that these environmental goals are indeed correlated with their mission, but groups are not able to implement them due to limitations of wartime; for example, the Taliban encourages clearing agricultural land and degraded forests[footnoteRef:19] to grow the opium that provides about forty percent of Taliban wartime funding.[footnoteRef:20]  Lastly, it is possible that Afghanistan’s poor environmental conditions and therefore Taliban’s perceived hypocrisy is simply because war zones are intrinsically harmful to wildlife. Despite Islamic militant groups’ involvement in these disastrous outcomes for the natural world, it is also possible that environmental degradation could be an opportunity for Islamic militant groups to curry favor with locals and gather recruitment for armed groups, similar to when the Islamic State group blamed water scarcity on Iraq’s Shia-led government, which increased support from Sunni farmers affected by drought.[footnoteRef:21] [18:  “Deforestation in Afghanistan.” Afghanistan Online, March 16, 2018. https://www.afghan-web.com/environment/deforestation/.]  [19:  Shrestha, Rajendra. (2007). Land degradation in Afghanistan. 10.13140/RG.2.2.19592.06400]  [20:  Wahdatyar, Hashim. “How Opium Fuels the Taliban's War Machine in Afghanistan.” – The Diplomat. for The Diplomat, October 29, 2016. https://thediplomat.com/2016/10/how-opium-fuels-the-talibans-war-machine-in-afghanistan/.]  [21:   Bodetti, Austin. “Casualty of War: Deforestation and Desertification in Afghanistan.” alaraby. The New Arab, May 15, 2019. ] 

Climate change is expected to affect every country and region in the world, but its impact is likely to be staggered based on geography, socio-economic status and the effectiveness of government.[footnoteRef:22] The New World Map shows that southern Asia is one of the areas most likely to be severely impacted by a warming climate.[footnoteRef:23] Afghanistan is a landlocked country in Southwest Asia and its ecosystem —low levels of vegetation and low climate stability—further increases its risk as an area most susceptible to climate change.[footnoteRef:24] Temperature records from the Middle Eastern region showcase a linear and statistically significant temperature increase of 0.07 degrees Celsius per decade over the forty-one-year period.[footnoteRef:25] Temperature change reveals a warming effect associated with both overgrazing and the degree of human-induced desertification.[footnoteRef:26] The fourth assessment report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (2007) identified climate patterns that include warming trends for southwestern Asia.[footnoteRef:27] During the next fifty years, climate scientists anticipate a ten percent reduction in total annual precipitation.[footnoteRef:28] Most Afghans rely on the natural environment for their livelihoods,[footnoteRef:29] meaning climate change may leave many jobless and hungry. Climate change is largely a Western phenomenon, likely caused by the rapid industrialization and expansive use of fossil fuels. However, countries such as Afghanistan are likely to feel the effects of climate change most severely. In this case, it is possible that Islamic militant groups are highlighting environmental policy to warn against the effects of climate change, both out of fear for the future of Afghanistan and to condemn the industrial practices of the United States and the Western world.  [22:  Law, Tara. “These Six Places Will Face Extreme Climate Change Threats.” Time. Time, September 30, 2019. ]  [23:  Bora, Kukil. “Scientists Produce New World Map, Identifying Areas Most Susceptible To Climate Change.” International Business Times, September 17, 2013. ]  [24:  Bora, Kukil. “Scientists Produce New World Map, Identifying Areas Most Susceptible To Climate Change.” International Business Times, September 17, 2013. ]  [25:  Hassanyar, Amir S. “Restoration of Arid and Semi-Arid Ecosystems in Afghanistan.” Environmental Conservation 4, no. 4 (1977): 297–301. doi:10.1017/S0376892900026266.]  [26:  Hassanyar, Amir S. “Restoration of Arid and Semi-Arid Ecosystems in Afghanistan.” Environmental Conservation 4, no. 4 (1977): 297–301. doi:10.1017/S0376892900026266.]  [27:  Availability of Water in the Kabul Basin, Afghanistan]  [28:  Availability of Water in the Kabul Basin, Afghanistan]  [29:  Shrestha, Rajendra. (2007). Land degradation in Afghanistan. 10.13140/RG.2.2.19592.06400] 

There have been a variety of changes to the environment of Afghanistan over the past few decades, both caused by and further exacerbating climate change. One of the main trends is deforestation. One third of Afghanistan's trees were lost between 1990 and 2005, and half of the country’s forests were destroyed by 2013.[footnoteRef:30] According to a UNEP’s satellite analysis, the provinces of Nangarhar, Kunar and Nuristan have seen an average reduction of fifty percent in conifer forests since 1978.[footnoteRef:31] At 2007’s rate of tree destruction, Afghanistan would have had no natural forest in 30 years.[footnoteRef:32] Pistachio wood provides half of a typical Afghan family’s fuel needs, and as the forest area continues to decrease, so does available energy.[footnoteRef:33] A major cause of deforestation is the continued, antiquated and unsustainable use of wood for cooking and heating. Lack of education and technology exacerbate this problem and in turn have a large effect on sustainability in Afghanistan. The Taliban have been vocal about disdain for educational and technological advancement, so it is possible that pinning environmental degradation on climate change and war with the United States reflects a desire to divert attention from this discrepancy. While deforestation is indeed caused by climate change and war, ignoring internal problems and instead focusing on global warming may be a way to blame the United States for environmental destruction in Afghanistan.  [30:  Bodetti, Austin. “Casualty of War: Deforestation and Desertification in Afghanistan.” alaraby. The New Arab, May 15, 2019. https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/indepth/2019/5/15/deforestation-and-desertification-in-afghanistan.]  [31:  Shrestha, Rajendra. (2007). Land degradation in Afghanistan. 10.13140/RG.2.2.19592.06400]  [32:  Shrestha, Rajendra. (2007). Land degradation in Afghanistan. 10.13140/RG.2.2.19592.06400]  [33:  Shrestha, Rajendra. (2007). Land degradation in Afghanistan. 10.13140/RG.2.2.19592.06400] 

Another trend is desertification; extensive overgrazing, frequent drought, and unwise land-use have increased this problem in recent years.[footnoteRef:34] Rangelands have degraded due to the need for cropland increasing, and the loss of pasture affects the lives of hundreds of thousands of nomads and semi-nomads that rely on it, ensuing mass migration towards urban centers.[footnoteRef:35] Rangeland degradation has reduced biomass and quality of pastures, affecting livestock productivity and wildlife population.[footnoteRef:36] Climate change and misuse of natural resources also puts stress on agriculture. Agricultural land covers about twelve percent of land area in Afghanistan and is one of the important sources of livelihood.[footnoteRef:37] Only six percent of the usable agricultural land is under cultivation;[footnoteRef:38] permanent crops occupy less than two percent of these areas.[footnoteRef:39] The agricultural land area has decreased thirty to thirty-five percent due to abandonment and degradation caused both by war and drought.[footnoteRef:40] It is clear that a decrease in tree cover, water, and arable land is harmful to the future of Afghanistan. The degradation of these resources cripples economic growth and perpetuates the effects of water and food scarcity in the region. The Taliban taxes agriculture from those living under their rule,[footnoteRef:41] and decreased agricultural productivity could lead to a decrease in funds for the war machine. As degradation seems to be most extreme in areas which are primarily under Taliban control,[footnoteRef:42] this problem reflects negatively on the militant group. The Taliban condemn the practices that lead to climate change both to protect the people that live under their jurisdiction and to reflect the blame from the warlords that continue to perpetuate the degradation directly. War and global warming provide a real and ominous threat to the success of Afghanistan as a nation, causing militant groups to direct attention to mitigating these threats. [34:  Hassanyar, Amir S. “Restoration of Arid and Semi-Arid Ecosystems in Afghanistan.” Environmental Conservation 4, no. 4 (1977): 297–301. doi:10.1017/S0376892900026266.]  [35:  Hassanyar, Amir S. “Restoration of Arid and Semi-Arid Ecosystems in Afghanistan.” Environmental Conservation 4, no. 4 (1977): 297–301. doi:10.1017/S0376892900026266.]  [36:  Shrestha, Rajendra. (2007). Land degradation in Afghanistan. 10.13140/RG.2.2.19592.06400]  [37:  Shrestha, Rajendra. (2007). Land degradation in Afghanistan. 10.13140/RG.2.2.19592.06400]  [38:  Shrestha, Rajendra. (2007). Land degradation in Afghanistan. 10.13140/RG.2.2.19592.06400]  [39:  Shrestha, Rajendra. (2007). Land degradation in Afghanistan. 10.13140/RG.2.2.19592.06400]  [40:  Shrestha, Rajendra. (2007). Land degradation in Afghanistan. 10.13140/RG.2.2.19592.06400]  [41:   Bodetti, Austin. “'Greening the Desert': What Drives Militants' Environmentalism?” alaraby. The New Arab, March 5, 2019. ]  [42:  Bodetti, Austin. “Casualty of War: Deforestation and Desertification in Afghanistan.” alaraby. The New Arab, May 15, 2019. ] 


II. Islamic Ideology
There are interpretations of the Quranic text available to militant groups that highlight environmental sustainability and emphasize a connection between humans and their environment. These interpretations tend to align with modern environmental theories such as the Gaia hypothesis, a model of the Earth in which its living and nonliving parts are viewed as a complex interacting system that can be thought of as a single organism.[footnoteRef:43] The Taliban and other Islamic militant groups have likely concluded ecological importance in their interpretation of Islamic teachings, or they are pushing for environmental policy to appeal to Muslims who have made this conclusion. [43:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. “Gaia Hypothesis.” Encyclopædia Britannica. Encyclopædia Britannica, inc., March 31, 2019. https://www.britannica.com/science/Gaia-hypothesis.] 

	The Quran supports modern environmental sustainability first through its idea that the natural world was created by God. According to İbrahim Özdemir, an environmentalist and professor of philosophy, ecology and religion at Ankara University, Turkey,
the Quran teaches that nature is not accidental; it has order and meaning. Therefore, “if man ponders the…structure of natural phenomena, he can deduce the existence of a Creator who is All-Powerful, All-Knowing, and All-Merciful.”[footnoteRef:44] Nature has been regarded as “the prime miracle of God…due to its well-knit structure and regularity.”[footnoteRef:45] The Qur’an emphasizes nature in order to prove the existence of God. As such, nature has intrinsic and inherent value independent of its usefulness for human beings. Islam’s attitude toward the universe, natural resources, and the relation between man and nature is interpreted by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) as the following: “God has not created anything in this universe in vain, without wisdom, value and purpose...All created beings are created to serve the Lord of all beings by performing their ordained role so as best to benefit each other.  This leads to a cosmic symbiosis.”[footnoteRef:46] Acknowledging that God put all living things on the Earth shows their intrinsic value. As all elements of creation benefit each other, this passage aligns with the Gaia hypothesis; the idea of cosmic symbiosis denotes that all living things have a regulatory effect on the Earth’s environment that promotes life overall.[footnoteRef:47] This passage further states that “the universal common good is…an important implication of God's Unity, for one can serve the Lord of all beings only by working for the common good of all.”[footnoteRef:48] The goal of creating good for all is especially prevalent in climate justice, as the common good is reflected in protecting our landscape and natural systems to benefit future generations and non-human living things. Secondly, the IUCN outlines the role of man as a beneficiary of the blessings of the earth, not the creator.[footnoteRef:49] The natural world belongs to God, and as a part of Him, must be respected.[footnoteRef:50] Therefore, the right to utilize natural resources, which God has granted man, “involves an obligation on man's part to conserve them both quantitatively and qualitatively.”[footnoteRef:51] The IUCN states, [44:  İbrahim Özdemir. “Towards An Understanding of Environmental Ethics from a Qur’anic Perspective.”  http://islam-and-muslims.com/Environmental-Ethics-Quran.pdf, page 5]  [45:  İbrahim Özdemir. “Towards An Understanding of Environmental Ethics from a Qur’anic Perspective.”  http://islam-and-muslims.com/Environmental-Ethics-Quran.pdf, page 5]  [46:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. page 2]  [47:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. “Gaia Hypothesis.” Encyclopædia Britannica. Encyclopædia Britannica, inc., March 31, 2019. https://www.britannica.com/science/Gaia-hypothesis.]  [48:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. Page 2]  [49:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. Page 2]  [50:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. Page 3]  [51:  Bodetti, Austin. “Casualty of War: Deforestation and Desertification in Afghanistan.” alaraby. The New Arab, May 15, 2019. ] 


	All of the resources upon which life depends have been created by God as a trust in our 
hands. He has ordained sustenance for all people and for all living beings...Thus, the 
utilization of these resources is, in Islam, the right and privilege of all people and all 
species. Hence, man should take every precaution to ensure the interests and rights of all 
others since they are equal partners on the earth. Similarly, he should not regard such use 
as restricted to one generation above all other generations. It is rather a joint usufruct 
in which each generation uses and makes the best use of nature, according to its need, 
without disrupting or adversely affecting the interest of future generations. Therefore, 
man should not abuse, misuse, or distort the natural resources as each generation is 
entitled to benefit from them but is not entitled to own them in an absolute sense.[footnoteRef:52] [52:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. Pages 2-3] 


Generational respect is a key concept in environmental justice, as environmentalists hope to preserve the current natural order so future generations can incur the same opportunities and benefits that derive from interaction with the natural world. In stressing the importance of the rights of all living things to God’s creations, the IUCN stresses that no individual has the right to segregate or destroy the environment for personal gain.[footnoteRef:53] The approach of Islam toward the use and development of the Earth's resources was put by Ali ibn Abi-Talib, the fourth Caliph, to a man who had developed and reclaimed abandoned land: “Partake of it gladly, so long as you are a benefactor, not a despoiler; a cultivator, not a destroyer.”[footnoteRef:54]  [53:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. Page 3]  [54:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. Page 3] 

	Furthermore, human beings are only members of the community of nature. According to Özdemir, the Quran establishes the following three things: justice and balance are universal, this balance was created by God, and mankind must try to understand and respect this balance in his interactions with others and the environment.[footnoteRef:55] Because of this, human beings would be held accountable also for their actions related to the environment; the IUCN further interpreted the teachings of the Quran to include the protection and conservation of basic resources.  In Islamic law, it is obligatory to protect whatever is vital to preserving life.[footnoteRef:56] First, the Qur’an and the Sunna, insinuating that water is a basic necessity of life, apply requirements to Muslim people when it comes to water usage.[footnoteRef:57] Muslims must conserve current water supplies as well as prevent pollution and impurities from infecting water resources.[footnoteRef:58] The emphasis is on prohibition of extravagance; it is impure to adopt an irresponsible attitude when it comes to the consumption of water.[footnoteRef:59] This is relevant in all facets of life, including ablution, according to the prophet Muhammad. This is outlined in the following Passage in the Quran, from Athar related by Yahya ibn Adam al Qurashi in Kitab al-Kharaj, on the authority of Sa’id ad-Dabbi. [55:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. Page 9]  [56:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. Page 7]  [57:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. Page 11]  [58:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. Page 11]  [59:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. Page 11] 


The prophet [Muhammad], upon him be blessings and peace, passed by His companion 
Sa’d, who was washing for prayer, and said, “What is this wastage, O Sa’d?” “Is there 
wastage even in washing for prayer?” asked Sa’d; and he said “Yes, even if you are by a 
flowing river!”[footnoteRef:60] [60:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. Page 7] 


Due to the arid climate of many Muslim nations, water rights serve as an example of the sustainable use of a “sacred resource;”[footnoteRef:61] extravagance in water usage, for both public and private entities, is forbidden.[footnoteRef:62] Water conservation is a large part of current environmental movements due to the possible catastrophic effects of severe drought and the inequitable impact such a disaster would have across socio-economic lines. Another element vital to life and protected by the teachings of the Quran is air. As the atmosphere performs the functions required for living things to survive, it has intrinsic value and is protected by Islamic law. Any harm to the atmosphere in the form of pollution “is an attempt to thwart and obstruct God's wisdom toward his creation.”[footnoteRef:63] The land and soil also follow this rule; as they are vital to God’s creations, they are holy and must be protected.  According to the IUCN, [61:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. Page 7]  [62:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. Page 7]  [63:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. Page 8] 


If we were truly to give thanks to the Creator we are required to maintain the productivity of the soil, and not expose it to…we are required to follow practices which do not bring about its degradation but preserve and enhance its fertility. For to cause the degradation of this gift of God, upon which so many forms of life depend, is to deny his tremendous favors. And because any acts that lead to its destruction or degradation leads necessarily to the destruction and degradation of life on Earth, such acts are categorically forbidden.[footnoteRef:64] [64:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994.Page 9] 


This is expanded upon by Falāḥī Tauqīr ʻĀlam in his book The Quŕānic Concept of War and Peace,

Water, soil, air and other ingredients of life are the material blessings of the almighty. 
Every one in each corner of the world takes advantage of all these natural gifts. If a man keeps himself aside from spiritual blessing, concentrates on the material resources, he becomes shameless and looks like a brutal animal in the multifarious aspects of life.[footnoteRef:65] [65:  Falāḥī Tauqīr ʻĀlam. The Quŕānic Concept of War and Peace. New Delhi: Kanishka Publishers, Distributors, 2004. Page 57] 


In addition to water, air, and soil, biodiversity and the richness of the ecosystem is a result of God's creation and therefore should be respected and maintained.[footnoteRef:66] The concept of “community” is a highly significant theme in Islamic tradition and literature, and it is used for animals as well as people. According to the IUCN, Islam sees plants and animals in two ways: “as living beings in their own right, glorifying God and attesting to his power and wisdom” and as “creatures subjected in the service of man and other created beings, fulfilling vital roles in the development of this world.”[footnoteRef:67] Therefore, there is a need to develop and conserve both plants and animals for their own sake and for the sake of those who benefit from them.[footnoteRef:68] Also, as these were made by God, and nothing made by God is worthless, as each individual creature sings His praises.  Each species is irreplaceable.[footnoteRef:69] Furthermore, the Quran praises the aesthetic benefits of plants and animals, as peace of mind is an important part of a developed religion. Things that bring such harmony must be conserved, for God made plants and animals “which excite wonder and joy in a man's soul so as to satisfy his peace of mind, a factor which is essential for man's proper functioning and full performance.”[footnoteRef:70] It is important to conserve species so they can perform their assigned functions. This is exemplified when Muhammad condemned one of the prophets for destroying an anthill, stating “because an ant stings you, you have destroyed a whole nation that celebrates God's glory.”[footnoteRef:71] The idea of conserving all areas of nature, whether beneficial to man or not, gives intrinsic value to every living creature. Believing nature enhances life on earth so it should be honored, developed, and protected accordingly mirrors the mindset of many sustainability activists in the United States.[footnoteRef:72] According to Özdemir, all nature is Muslim. God created these creatures, and in turn, this makes them worshipers of him; the only reason not all human beings are not Muslim is because of free will leading them astray.[footnoteRef:73] In this sense, nature is a purer life form than human beings, and must be protected from evil at all costs.  [66:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994.]  [67:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. Page 12]  [68:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. Page 12]  [69:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. Page 9]  [70:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994 Page 10]  [71:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994. Page 11]  [72:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994.]  [73:  İbrahim Özdemir. “Towards An Understanding of Environmental Ethics from a Qur’anic Perspective.”  http://islam-and-muslims.com/Environmental-Ethics-Quran.pdf] 

In summary, all patterns of man’s production and consumption should be based on an overall order and balance of nature. Each and every object, living and non-living, has a role in relation to the things around it, an idea reflected in the Gaia hypothesis. The rights of man are not absolute and unlimited. Man cannot consume and pollute nature as we wish, carelessly.[footnoteRef:74] Overexploitation, abuse, misuse, destruction, and pollution of natural resources are all transgressions against a divine scheme.[footnoteRef:75]  [74:   İbrahim Özdemir. “Towards An Understanding of Environmental Ethics from a Qur’anic Perspective.”  http://islam-and-muslims.com/Environmental-Ethics-Quran.pdf]  [75:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994.] 

Environmental interpretations of Quranic text emphasize a strong connection of the Quran to respecting the environment and coexistence with biodiversity. The Taliban is able to incorporate environmental concerns by emphasizing their basis in Islam. This continues the justification of their fight, as in their minds they embody what it means to be a true follower of the faith. Also, an environmentally friendly stance may help them curry favor with other Muslims as they take an active role in preaching the sustainable aspects of the Quran.  

III. Anti-modern ideology and environmentalism
	Part of the ideology of groups such as the Taliban and Al-Qaeda is Salafism. This is a revivalist philosophy, hoping to purify Islam from Western “contaminants” to recreate the world in which the Prophet lived.[footnoteRef:76] To recreate the political, social, and economic world of the seventh century, all elements of superfluous society must be removed, and one must reject modern ideologies. Since modernity is often linked with environmental degradation, condemning the current state of the earth due to the environmental problems stemming from countries such as the United States’ over pollution further expands upon and strengthens their fight against modernity. [76:  Silinsky, Mark. The Taliban: Afghanistan's Most Lethal Insurgents. Santa Barbara, CA: Praeger, 2014.Page 11] 

The colonial presence in many Muslim countries had a large impact on Muslim faith, practice, and lifestyle. There were a variety of responses to this “forced modernization,” and the modern Saudi nation state, led by the Saudi family and funded by almost unlimited oil resources, launched an ambitious modernization program in the 1970s.[footnoteRef:77] This modernization mirrored the modernization of western nations, without indigenous or Islamic variations.[footnoteRef:78] Bin Laden rose to power as tension between Saudi modernism and Islamic tradition escalated; his revolt was in response to a capitalist monarchy that did not align with his interpretation of proper Islamic practices.[footnoteRef:79] The Taliban also arose out of a response to modernization. After decades of war, the Taliban attempted to heal the country by rejecting the “modern” practices of their adversaries and instead adopted extreme policy to revive traditional Islamic foundations.[footnoteRef:80] According to the Taliban, “The Islamic State decided to pay the salaries of these women at their homes, so that they could stay home and take care of their families and children. The purpose of this policy is to help revive the Afghan family and household as the foundation of the Afghan society, a foundation that was intentionally destroyed by the communist regime.”[footnoteRef:81] They created a new social and political order by implementing the fear of God, further violence, and a severe distrust of communism, capitalism and the West, and even urban Afghan intelligentsia, as they were theoretically responsible for bringing corrupt foreign ideas into Afghanistan.[footnoteRef:82]   [77:  “Modernization of the Islamic World.”, June 30, 2016..]  [78:   “Modernization of the Islamic World.”, June 30, 2016. ]  [79:  “Modernization of the Islamic World.”, June 30, 2016. ]  [80:  “Modernization of the Islamic World.”, June 30, 2016. ]  [81:  “Modernization of the Islamic World.”, June 30, 2016. ]  [82:  “Modernization of the Islamic World.”, June 30, 2016. ] 

	A disdain for modernization is similar between Islamic militant groups. Through the condemnation of poor environmental practices in the West, Islamic militant groups are able to further condemn modernization. The following is a translated passage of a letter written by Osama bin Laden entitled “To the American people:”

The way for change and freeing yourselves from the pressure of lobbyists is not through 
the Republican or the Democratic parties, but through undertaking a great revolution for freedom: not to free Iraq from Saddam Hussein but to free the White House and to free Barack Husayn so he can implement the change you seek. It does not only include improvement of your economic situation and ensure your security, but more importantly, helps him in making a rational decision to save humanity from the harmful [greenhouse] gases that threaten its destiny. For the American youth to succeed in this change, they need to relive the history of their ancestors and the conditions in their country more than two centuries ago.[footnoteRef:83] [83:  Translation of Osama bin Laden’s Letter “To the America people” , provided by dni.gov https://www.dni.gov/files/documents/ubl2016/english/To%20the%20American%20people.pdf] 


This showcases Bin Laden’s perceived link between environmental degradation and modernization, as he calls on the youth to revert back to the practices of two hundred years ago in order to mitigate carbon pollution.  In a separate letter, Bin Laden writes,

You [Americans] have destroyed nature with your industrial waste and gases more than any other nation in history. Despite this, you refuse to sign the Kyoto agreement so that you can secure the profit of your greedy companies and industries.[footnoteRef:84] [84:  Full text: bin Laden's 'letter to America', provided by theguardian.com] 


Bin Laden antagonizes capitalism and the modern economic system by again highlighting its effect on the natural world. He is justified in drawing this parallel due to the correlation of the attitude of American society with their treatment of the natural world. The United States is the globe’s second largest polluter, and largest per-capita polluter, with about 5,414 million metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions per year.[footnoteRef:85] American consumption increases each year and there is rampant food and water waste. The “throw away culture” of single use items highlights American ideology of excess and waste. There is also a history of disrespect when it comes to “God’s creatures.” In the 1800s, buffalo were hunted to the brink of extinction in order to control the “Indian problem.”[footnoteRef:86] Oil spills destroy ocean life for decades. Intensive agriculture uses large amounts of resources and depletes the soil, and large-scale animal farming emits methane gas and is classified by many as unethical animal treatment. This misuse and disrespect of resources further condemns the broad idea of modernization in the eyes of Islam. Militant groups use mass-produced vehicles and weapons of war to fight for of power, showcasing their complicity in modernity and environmental degradation. However, condemning the United States’ environmental policy can justify a continued war effort, however harmful to wildlife and nature. While the Taliban may not reject modern machines in practice, in emphasizing green goals, Islamic militant groups show perceived superiority of ideology over “modern” nations.  [85:  Schultz, Jeremy. “Who Are the World's Biggest Polluters? | Pictures.” Reuters. Thomson Reuters, June 2, 2017. ]  [86:  Phippen, J. Weston. “'Kill Every Buffalo You Can! Every Buffalo Dead Is an Indian Gone'.” The Atlantic. Atlantic Media Company, November 18, 2019. ] 

This rhetoric of “environmental superiority” can be used by Islamic militant groups to further condemn Judeo-Christian beliefs, as some hold the Judeo-Christian tradition responsible for environmental degradation.[footnoteRef:87] One interpretation of Christianity as it pertains to environmental issues, as summarized by Keith Thomas, is that “everything on earth is created for the sake of man and that man’s authority over nature is unlimited. He is entitled to use it as he pleases, for profit or for pleasure.”[footnoteRef:88] This can be interpreted as resources on the Earth are placed solely to benefit humans, and God created the earth for the pleasure of mankind.[footnoteRef:89] While there are also sustainability-focused interpretations of the Bible, and Pope Francis’ Encyclical Laudato Si recently emphasized the importance of ties between Christianity and environmentalism, it is clear from correspondence from Osama bin Laden that he has a singular vision of the intentions of Jewish and Christian peoples. In connecting these religious beliefs and the capitalist and developed countries in which many people of these religions reside, leaders of Islamic militant groups may be able to draw the conclusion that Judeo-Christian religious tradition does not respect God’s creation of the Earth and its resources. In speaking about the environmental catastrophe that stems from the United States’ “capitalist” and “corrupt” society, bin Laden blames “American enslavement” on “Jewish control of capital” and states that “The United States [will] pay for its arrogance with the blood of Christians and their funds.”[footnoteRef:90] The perceived divergence of thought when it comes to natural resources and how to use and preserve them may be a reason for the environmental focus of groups such as the Taliban; Judeo-Christian nations are seen as treating the earth without respect and consuming and polluting in excess. In calling out these nations for their treatment of the natural world, the Taliban is able to further an anti-modern, anti-western message. [87:  İbrahim Özdemir. “Towards An Understanding of Environmental Ethics from a Qur’anic Perspective.”  http://islam-and-muslims.com/Environmental-Ethics-Quran.pdf , Page 18]  [88:  İbrahim Özdemir. “Towards An Understanding of Environmental Ethics from a Qur’anic Perspective.”  http://islam-and-muslims.com/Environmental-Ethics-Quran.pdf, Page 18]  [89:   İbrahim Özdemir. “Towards An Understanding of Environmental Ethics from a Qur’anic Perspective.”  http://islam-and-muslims.com/Environmental-Ethics-Quran.pdf]  [90:  Translation of Osama bin Laden’s Letter “To the America people” , provided by dni.gov] 

	The culture of excess in the United States is one that is often condemned. Bin Laden states, “Your law is the law of the rich and wealthy people...you have used your force to destroy mankind more than any other nation in history; not to defend principles and values, but to hasten to secure your interests and profits.”[footnoteRef:91] He believes the wealth of the United States is both obtained and used in a dishonest way, and this is because Americans have turned away from God. According to Odzemir, the Mandate of the Individual states that religious awareness is necessary so that each individual can protect the natural environment and its resources, and that environmental degradation stems from people’s ignorance of their duties as stated by the Creator. According to the Quran,  [91:  Full text: bin Laden's 'letter to America', provided by theguardian.com] 


“Do good, even as God has done you good, and do not pursue corruption of the earth.  
Verily God does not love corruptors.  Eat and drink, but waste not by excess; Verily he loves not the excessive.  And do not follow the bidding of the excessive, who cause corruption of the earth do not work well.  And do not cause corruption on the earth, when it has been set in order.”

The United States, described by Bin Laden as the most corrupt country in the world, further corrupts their environment by consuming and acting in excess. This causes deliberate damage to the environment and resources, and is forbidden by Islam.[footnoteRef:92] Being environmentally friendly is usually correlated with believing in limiting excess. Therefore, as Western countries such as the United States pollute the earth and waste resources, the Taliban is able to further vilify modernization, capitalism, foreign intervention, and most importantly, the United States and their allies.  [92:  IUCN Environmental Policy and Law Paper No. 20 Rev. Environmental Protection in Islam. Second Edition. 1994.] 


Conclusion
	Decades of war have led to extreme degradation of Afghanistan’s environment. Coupled with global warming, Afghanistan is at high risk for environmental disaster in the upcoming decades. While this degradation is further exacerbated by Islamic militant groups, environmental policy is a chance for groups to curry favor within their country. By highlighting the effects of global warming on the current environmental state of the country, militant groups are able to divert blame. Islam teaches sustainable living, so supporting green policies realigns these groups with religion, hoping to gain further support. Finally, industrialization and modernization have led to our current global predicament. By condemning the United States and other western countries that pollute and consume in excess, militant groups are able to preach moral high ground using environmental rhetoric. As peace negotiations continue between the United States and the Taliban, it is important to monitor the Taliban’s green policy recommendations as well as the steps taken to prepare Afghanistan for the effects of climate change.
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