Classifying Data Management Plan Guidance using DMPTool

Lucy Carr Jones

University of Virginia Claude Moore Health Sciences Library

Background & Objective

DMPTool is a popular open-source
online application for writing data
management plans using generic
and funder-specific templates

This study’s objective was to
understand the kinds of guidance
R1 universities give researchers for
the development of data
management plans by analyzing the
guidance they provide in DMPTool.

Methods

Institutional members of DMPTool
can provide guidance on 14 data
management themes provided by
DMPTool, which are deployed across
many templates

Of 147 R1 universities, 135 (92%) are
institutional members and 70 (48%)
provide custom guidance on at least
one of the 14 themes

490 text blocks from 70 universities
were copied into Excel from DCC and
NSF-GEN plans created in DMPTool
on 11/16/22. Each link in the text
blocks was then coded as one of nine
destination types.

Guidance on the Data Collection
theme was unfortunately not captured
for this study due to an error in
DMPTool documentation.
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Customized DMPTool Modules across R1 Insitutions with Custom Guidance

2 4 6 8 10 12

Number of Customized Modules

10

8

Number of Universities

Among the 70 R1 universities that offered themed
guidance, the number of themes they customized

ranged from 1 to 13, with an average of 6.9.
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DMPTool Theme

Of the 13 data management themes analyzed, data sharing was
the most popular, with 87% of the 70 universities offering guidance
text on it.
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Across all themes, the university’s library website
was the most common link destination, which
makes sense as many librarians are the DMPTool
administrators for their university. The average
number of links per text block was 2.27 and the
largest number of links provided in one text block
was 31.
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Creativecommons.org

Re3data, the Registry of Research Data
Repositories, was the most commonly
linked outside resource.

Conclusion

This study found a wide variety of
approaches to advising researchers on
writing data management plans, from
minimal to detailed guidance.

There is no standard for how to deliver
this guidance to researchers,
especially in an interactive
environment like DMPTool which
presents unique challenges for
information delivery.

Opportunities for further research
include utilizing topic analysis to
evaluate the text on a more granular
level and comparing this set of

guidance text to one captured at a later

date or from a different set of
institutions.

LCJ worked on a prior iteration of this
study during the Data Science
Continuing Professional Education
program in Fall 2022.
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