
Article Analysis/ Analysis of Example Sections

Part 1: To start, identify an article (or several) or other piece of writing that is similar to the type of writing you are doing. It should be structurally similar not content similar and aimed towards the publication venue, purpose, and audience you will be writing for. If you are doing modelling, you should find modelling papers, ideally from the journal you hope to publish in, not papers about the content of your model.  If you are writing an experimental research article, do not choose review papers as your example. This exercise is designed for research articles; however, you may apply it to other types of writing as well (cover letters, lab reports, proposals, etc.) Examine at least 3-7 structurally similar articles for a given section (introductions) for example. The narrower your selection criteria the fewer you need.
Article:
Author:
Year: 
Journal:
Audience:
Part 2: This activity will help you to analyze your model texts in a way that will help you to learn from the models and create concrete guidelines for your own papers. 
Double Prep. Consider saving each section and the whole of the paper as a txt file so you can add it to your personal corpus. Keep a folder of whole articles, and a folder for each section (introductions folder). If you have more than 1 structural type of article or audience you tend to write for, make sub folders for each to allow for comparison later. You can later use these to answer questions about writing in your area using corpus tools (common reporting verbs, lengths, frequently used phrases or transitions, etc.). see separate corpus tutorials for more on this.
Big Picture. Consider the following about the section:
· Where in the paper does the section appear?
· How long is the section (word count)?
· Are there any guidelines from the journal for this section?

· How is it titled? Ex. Is it called introduction or something else? 
· Does it have subsections? How are the subsections used?

· How does the section begin and end?
· What is the first and last sentence of the section? 
· What is the purpose of these sentences? 
· How are they tailored to the audience?

· What is the section doing in the context of the paper? 

· What questions does it answer?
· What would be missing if this section was removed from the paper
· How does it relate to other sections?

· Are there citations in this section? 
· How are they used?

· Are there figures, tables, examples, or code snippets in this section? 
· How are they used? 
· What purpose do they serve? 
· How are they introduced?
· How many are there? 
· Where do they appear?

· How does this section compare to your expectations for this type of section in this type of writing?
· How does this section compare to other sections like this that you have seen? If it is different, why?

Language. – see also analysis of examples handout for more detailed guidance
· What key phrases or chunks of language help accomplish key functions in this section?
· If citations are used, how are they introduced? Are they reported or cited as facts? What verbs are used? 
· What language might be useful in your future writing?

Evaluation & Utility. 
· What about the writing of this section works well? What does not work well?
· What about this section could serve as a good model for your own writing?
· What patterns do you see that can help you with your own writing?
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