










Dimensions of Edges























































The “Green Carpet,” Hedges, + the Presentation of the Front Lawn

From a self-recorded narrative by Ms. Kate Flanagan Coles, formerly enslaved at a plantation just north of Locust Grove, 
owned by the Minor family. 

“Mistress was fine at training children and the yard was very weedy after a good rain she had every 
child that was big enough to carry a basket and an old knife plucking up weeds, white and collard. 
After job was over, we had a party, molasses, lightbread and a dish of ginger cakes. If there was 

any ladies visiting her they were called to look at the green carpet as they called the yard.” 

Images of 810 Smith Street from the Edward Lay Papers 















Interior / Interstitial Spaces



Lands Controlled by 
Charlottesville Land Co.
1890 (see full map in Drive)

Gray area controlled by “option 
lease”?

Sinclair House

Riverdale 
Estate?



1929















Property Ecology Questions

How have property boundaries shaped maintenance regimes and vegetation in 
Locust Grove? 

How are boundaries typically maintained and where have they been blurred in 
Locust Grove? How have these conditions created an ecology of the commons?

Can maintenance regimes shape how we understand and interact with these 
boundaries?

From Leah: What species, and therein, what stories, grow in interstitial or edge conditions between parcels, along stream beds, 
or in less managed lots? And to what degree do these plant logics reify or contest plantation logics?

Gardens vs. wilds vs. cultivation



Edges

Vegetated edge - historic aerials + fieldwork

Maintenance edges - historic aerials + fieldwork

Property edges - overlay map of property boundaries change over time

-old agricultural bulletins about plants (special collections)

-narrow: particular plants, spatial arrangements?

- setbacks/dimensions - frontyard/backyard

-social implications of maintenance

-age of vegetation (north of 250 developed later)



Methods

Vegetation change through analysis of aerial photography

Mapping property boundaries? May be too difficult

Intentionally maintained boundaries/enclosures vs. blurring / maintained

- Edges of enclosure or interstitial - presentation vs. hidden
- Edge, vs. boundary - how do they function and how does vegetation structure 

it? Markers of space, structuring space



1313 Poplar St.

Purchased by Barbara Via, 1945



1220 Smith St.













Article on tree canopy change research: 
https://link-springer-com.proxy01.its.virginia.edu/content/pdf/10.1007/s00267-017-
0934-0.pdf



Valley View Greenhouses 

“Jim attended Miller School and was graduated from the Charlottesville School For Boys, entering 
Davidson College at the age of 16. He was graduated from the University of Maryland with a degree 
in horticulture and joined the family business, Valley View Florists and Greenhouses, in 
Charlottesville. This business was started by Jim's mother in 1926 in her backyard greenhouses on 
Hazel Street (near today's Valley View Circle) having a panoramic view of the Rivanna River Valley 
when one looked to the northeast. Jim's father joined his wife in the business in the 1930's and 
subsequently acquired the growing operations formerly operated by the Lankford family on South 
First Street. Following the sale of the retail florist business in the late 1950's, Jim became president 
of the wholesale florist and landscape operations renamed as The Burnet Company. Jim was 
elected to terms as vice president and as president of the Mid-Atlantic Florists Association.”

James Burnet Obituary
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/legacy/obituary.aspx?n=james-hazen-burnet&pid=123547662



Valley View Greenhouses 



1932 Catalogue Sections: 
Ornamental Shade Trees
Annuals and Bedding Plants
Fertilizers and Insecticides
$5 Rock Garden Special
Aquatics and Bog Plants
Hardy Evergreens
Goldfish and Supplies
Deciduous Flowering Shrubs
Garden Supplies
Small Fruits
Broad-leaved Evergreens
Climbing Vines
Hardy Bulbs
Roses
Hedge Plants



1932

1937



Rock Gardens

Linda Antonacio-Hoade of the Penn 
State College of Agricultural Sciences 
extension services says rock gardens 
were “low maintenance and upkeep." 
She believes that this was the reason 
rock gardens were so popular in the 
early 20th century. "When you think 
about the lack of modern conveniences," 
she says, "folks had many other things 
that needed to be done in order to live ... 
and garden maintenance was not high 
on the list."

http://extension.psu.edu/
http://extension.psu.edu/

