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Assessing Genetic Risks: Implications
for Health and Social Policy

Description

Link into the National Academies Report, Assessing Genetic Risks: Implications for
Health and Social Policy

Body

Raising hopes for disease treatment and prevention, but also the specter of
discrimination and "designer genes" genetic testing is potentially one of the most
socially explosive developments of our time. This book presents a current
assessment of this rapidly evolving field, offering principles for actions and research
and recommendations on key issues in genetic testing and screening. Advantages
of early genetic knowledge are balanced with issues associated with such
knowledge: availability of treatment, privacy and discrimination, personal
decisionmaking, public health objectives, cost, and more. Among the important
issues covered: Quality control in genetic testing. Appropriate roles for public
agencies, private health practitioners, and laboratories. Value-neutral education and
counseling for persons considering testing. Use of test results in insurance,
employment, and other settings.
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Resource Type
Expert Reports
Topics

Confidentiality
Emerging Technologies
Ethics and Society
Governance

Human Rights

Human Subjects Research
Law and Public Policy
Privacy and Surveillance
Public Health and Safety
Public Well-being

Risk

Safety

Security

Discipline(s)

Life and Environmental Sciences
Social and Behavioral Sciences

Publisher

National Academies Press



