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Description

A scenario discussing how to choose reviewers for an article that has been 
submitted to a scientific journal.

Body

You are the editor of a journal in field, F. You have just received a manuscript 
dealing with a potentially very significant phenomenon in a new subfield S within F. 
Although this subfield is widely expected to yield important results for the whole of 
F, it is so new that only a few research teams are really proficient in applicable 
research methods and techniques and each of those teams has its own theoretical 
approaches, approaches that differ significantly from one another. Because of the 
small number of investigators in this fast-moving subfield, you know that 
knowledgeable reviewers for the manuscript are to be found only among the 
author's past or present colleagues or among her competitors.

What do you do and how do you go about it?

Notes



Caroline Whitbeck introduced methods and modules for discussing numerous issues 
in responsible conduct of research at a Sigma Xi Forum in 2000. Partial funding for 
the development of this material came from an NIH grant.

You can find the entire sequence on the OEC at Scenarios for Ethics Modules in the 
Responsible Conduct of Research. Some information in these historical modules 
may be out-of-date; for instance, there may be a new edition of the professional 
society's code that is referred to in an item. If you have suggestions for updates, 
please contact the OEC.
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