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Mrs, Mary Nottinghem Smith
1886 - 1951

Townsend, Virginle, Northampton County

(1) Townsend Elementary School (2) High
School and College at Hampton Institute,
Hampton, Virginia

was a teacher and princlpal at Essex County,
Virginis and Townsend, Virginia. She was
Supervisor in Concord Parish, Louisiana for

s8ix years and was then transferred to Accomack
County, Virginia,

To obZain a Negro high school in Accomack County.

Founder of the Mary Nottingham Smith High School,
Accomack, Virginis.

Served as an exccutive member of the Virginia
Teachers Assoclation. Honorary member of the
Virginin Conference Branch Mite Missionsry
Soclety; membor of the N.A.A.C.P.; president
¢f the Accomsi:k Chapter of the Hampton Alumni.,
She was 2 religlous and civiec leader,

Mrs ., Margaret E. McCune

1878 ~ 195l

Cumbsrland, Ohio

Elomentary and High School in Zanesvilie, Ohio
Wilberforeco University, Magna Cum Lauda

Mansssas Jadustrial School, Manaasas, Virzinla
Hoad of Hone Ec. Dept. of Tuskegee Instituta,
Tuakegoe, Ala,

4. & T, College, Greensbor’

Eorth Csrolina

She wzs called to Tidewater Instltute in
Northampton County by Dr, Dillard, President

o7 tho Doanes Board upon the recormendation of
lr. Booker T, Washington. She worked untiringly
cor a Public Hich School for Negro boys and
glrls; for Free Public Bus transportation, and

for consolidated Mlementary Schools. She was

2 1113 member of the Negro Organization Society.

-

3he wlso sorved on the Exocutive Board of the

ViTuoh, and Weoro Orpanization Socisty,



The History of the Negro in America

We are Negro LOYyS and girla. Our great, greaty groat
grandfathers and grandmothers oame from Africac

Africa is a long way from Use We heve to travel over lavge
trasts of land and much water to get vo this countryoe

Africa is a very rich countrye Mahy people haeve wanted To

owa this rich land. Some people other than Negroes, have owned - |

wuch of the lando

Negroes first came %o America as explorarse They came with |
the °panish, the French, ard the Povtugueseo Hegroes Were with
Belboa wher ha discovered the Pacific Ocean and with Cortés when
he explorsd Mexico. One of these Negroes introduced the raising
of wheat.to the New World. Esteﬁanico, 2 Negrolexplorer, led &
partyof explorers'into New Maxico. Negroes Wers also with the
¥rench when the Missizsippl Valley wes setiledo
" Ip 1619, twenty Hegroes were brdught éb Virginisp, They had
to give their services to their masters for a set length of time.
White pevple also hed to give service for n certaln timee Those‘
people uwere agk slavess They were called jndentured servantse
then lhey had given theipr service for the time required of then
they were frese .

Cemplets ownershlp of a peracn kaown &t glavery was not made
1awiul in Virginia untll 1661, Thls was around one hundped years
aftar the firat Negroes oame ©o Amerlea. 1

g1avery was very bade Many states in the South | mud'
to make alavery lavfule The glaves had no trnedmmh‘£~i*“";
set time to work. They could not vote or hold o:ctua

no righte as free paoplec



There were some Negroea who fought sgalnash slavery. Thers
ware these who ranm away. Some of thew were able Lo buy thelr
freedom. Some b ought freedom for their families, Many free
Negroes spoke out efaingt slavery in the North among their white
friendse Othera found ways of helping the slaves get away from
thelr masters. By these means, many Negroes became free, But,
there were still those who remained in slaveryo

When Abrshsm Lincoln became President, slavery was still a
great problem in this country. The South wanted to keep the
slaves to work on their large farmso The North hed 1little need
for siaves because they had many large fuctories. They didn’t
nssd the slaves to work in the factories. The people in the
Horth wanted %o free the slaveso :

Abrghem lLincoln wanted to free the slavise Most of all he
wsnted the states to remain'togephoro He wan'ed them to bes unifed.
tnee he sald, "If I can free part of the slavey snd save the Unicn,
I will do ito 1¢ T can free all of the slaves and save the Union,
I will co trig." AllL of the time, however, he hyped he could fres
all of the slaves.
| Finelly, the North and South became 8o angry v\ti: each other
that they begen & wer., This was called a Civil War hecause peopls
within the seme countyry were fighting each othere

Tos peopie in the North end Scuth fought and Sought, For
s time it seemed that the South would win but whem the Jorth
began to win Presideat Lincoln ssid, "I ghall wake & new S
Mo called his now lew the Hmanoipation Proolamations The




Lincoln. They didn't want te glve up the alaves, but they had
t0 jive tham upe The Novth was very happye They dldn't want
slavery.

When the Civil War was ended the South had still another
prodlem. Many of the states had left the Union. They wers ne
longer a part of the United States. They had thelr own President.
After the war they wanted to come back in the Union. They wanted
to become & part of ths United States again. To do this the
Federal government mskaed them to do certain things. First,; they
hed to cbey the law to free all Negroes. Second, they had to give
the former slaves the right to vote in all elections and they had
to glve them the privilegs to hold office 1if they were elected-

Hegroes in the South had long looked for the time when they
would have & chance to be free., They wanted te have the rights
of free people. 8Some of them who bought their frééﬂom or secursd
it in otber ways went tc school. Some went to the colleges and
universitics In this country. Some went to schools in England
end in cther countries., They were preparing themselves for the
day when they would become leaders of their race and leaders of
their country. .

is dmy finally came, When Negroes were given the right
o votemeny of them votsd. They helped to send twenty Negroes
to represent thelr statss in Washington. They held pvsltions
in the locel and state governmentso

Begroes hed bright hopes in thelr future. They knew that
they bhad & President who could help them fully realize theiw
freedom. 1% wesn't long, though before & tragedy ocsuwped=Pragiden
IMuacOle was assessinated. Thias made the Negroes very sad. It

nade mest peopio gad bsOQUS.MMan tried hs
i o i . -'i 4 g i i _ :




Mgt for his countyryo
For n number of years, however, Negroes continued fo hold
publis offive and to vote. They were very proud of thelr new
freedom. Bvea thovgh they had been tremted cruslly by Pneir
masters nost of them still felt as we do, that they wanfed to
live n this counlry. There vers a few Negroes however; who
wanted to yo back to their native homo. Marcus Carvey thought
this was a grod idea. e orgunized = steamship company to
help thése Negroes beturn ﬁo Africa who wanted to do so. As a2
resilt of this und other movements like it the rspublic of Liberis
wes foundede This republic was and 8till is, governed snltirely
ity Hegroeso. Il wag oue secondball Negro republic,
| Negrces were givab fhéir freedomrmora than a hundrsd years
agc. We have had many'Presidénts gsince Lincoln’s time. Mosw
cf them hsve tried to help fegroes fully realize their freed&ne
We have come a long way towand becoming'full citizons-of
Americaa' Msny opportun:ties are open to us today that wers
cloéed only a few years s30. "he timo has now come or is cartalnly
well on the way when w2 will be first class citizens. This meang
that we will have the same chance'for.&n education; for jobs, for.
travel convenience and for ;1vizg in génoral that every other
cltizen has. Since thlsg 1s truo we Unow that as young people
we must continually study hsrd, work hard, and show good training
in our daily living. ; |
Americs 4s oar nativey lande This 1s where we ware born. We
are entitled to the rights of all 6thov American oitizens. Wa
are proud of the sccomplishments of ouy T408a We are proud qi"ﬁ
our eountrye Youtg poople show their appmqhttm ron ﬁhﬁgf‘
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